
oughfares are walking into hazardous
territory, readers argued, then the cy-
clists who slip on to our sidewalks are
posing an even greater danger.

This is no doubt true. Indeed, while
there are no laws governing the pe-
destrian use of bike trails, there are
strict regulations banning cyclists
from the sidewalks’ safe haven.

So it’s only fair, from this perspec-

tive, that we give some of these har-
ried sidewalk users their say.

Mississauga’s David Brain, for one,
said he would never think of using a
cycle path for his perambulations.

“May I suggest, however, that you
address an even more serious issue:
That of cyclists who wish to turn our
sidewalks into bike paths,” he wrote.

“I walk for exercise about an hour a

to move,” Nash says.
“In fact, some of them have ridden

into me, which only aggravates the sit-
uation as they consider they have the
right of way.”

And just as the Corner contended
last week that signs should be posted
warning pedestrians off cycling paths,
Nash suggested the prohibition
against bikes on pedestrian rights of

ery single day I have to dodge an aver-
age of three people on bicycles,” Mc-
Mahon says.

“This group ranges from elderly
people to people in their 20s and 30s.
Very few of them are teenagers and
even fewer are couriers.”

McMahon says he was once hit on
the sidewalk by a cyclist, who pro-
ceeded to verbally abuse him for being

more liveable city. And they cou
by employing a bit of common c
sy and this simple philosophy o
separate pathways they choo
tread:

To each his own.

Readers can contact Joseph Hall by
phone at 416-869-4390 or e-mail at
gjhall@thestar.ca

n Royal Bank Plaza, Merchants Mall level,
200 Bay St., Toronto, by appointment, 12-4
p.m.
nMaple Avenue Baptist Church, 177 Ma-
ple Ave., Georgetown, 2-8 p.m.
n Toronto Star, One Yonge St., 3rd floor
auditorium, Toronto, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

For appointments or more information, call
1-888-(2-donate)236-6283.
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Toronto
MURDER SUSPECT SOUGHT

Crime Stoppers and the homic
squad need your help in finding a
gunman who shot a man in the R
Park area on Dec. 15. The victim 
walking across Sumach St. at Du
St. E. with two other men when a
vehicle pulled up beside them an
occupants engaged in conversati
Several males got out of the car, 
one struck the victim with a pipe
across his shoulder. Another pul
out a gun, covered his face with h
shirt and shot the victim in the he
The suspects got back into their c
and took off south on Sumach St
victim later died. The suspects ar
described as 15 to 20 years old, a
medium build, 5-foot-5 to 5-foot-
wearing dark clothes and
designer-type winter jackets. Th
is thought to be a 1990-91 Mazda
four-door, gray or silver with tint
windows and a black rubber side
strip.
n Call 1-800-222-8477 or locally
416-222-TIPS.

Durham Region

WOMAN MUGGED
A woman leaving her car at the

Pickering Town Centre parking l
about 6:15 p.m. on Tuesday, July
was beaten and robbed by a man
approached her asking for a ciga
As the woman handed him one h
grabbed her and held a sharp obj
her throat, demanding money. A
she turned over cash and a watch
hit her in the face, knocking her t
ground, then fled south on a blac
motorcycle with blue trim. The v
was treated for cuts and bruises. 
suspect is described as 20-25, 6 fe
tall, with a medium build, a dirty 
ponytail, tattoos on his left arm, a
clean-shaven, with a scar on the l
side of his face. He wore a white t
top and blue jeans.
n Call 1-800-222-8477 or
905-436-8477.

York Region

DRUGSTORE ROBBED
A male suspect is wanted for a

robbery and two attempted robb
in Richmond Hill. On Monday, Ju
29, at about 8:30 p.m., he entered
Home Depot on Red Maple Rd.
Armed with scissors, he threaten
teller and unsuccessfully deman
money. Fifteen minutes later, he 
the same thing at a Loblaws on Y
St., and again was unsuccessful. 
about 9 p.m., the suspect entered
Shoppers Drug Mart at 1070 Maj
Mackenzie Dr. This time, he got t
cash he was demanding and left 
stolen blue Toyota Camry. The
suspect had a heavy build. He wo
light pants and a checked shirt an
may have been with another man
to 20. 
n Call 1-800-222-8477.

Peel Region

TRUCKS AND LOADS STOLEN
A double tractor-trailer load of

goods was stolen from a storage
compound at 60 Ward Rd. in
Brampton sometime between no
Sunday, Aug. 4, and 8 p.m. Aug. 
thieves got in by cutting a hole
through a chain-link fence facing
Williams Parkway. A tractor and
trailer containing a Sony Wega
32-inch flat-screen television wa
stolen. A second truck-tractor wa
hooked up to another trailer
containing personal care produc
Both of the units and their loads w
then driven away by the thieves. 
missing items, valued at more th
$300,000, include a maroon 1988
Freightliner tractor truck unit be
Ontario licence RZ7 717 with
“HENOIBSOM” on the side; a bla
GMC pickup; a white, 47-foot
semi-trailer bearing Ontario licen
S14031; and a white 1999 VSA fl
utility trailer bearing licence V62
n Call 1-800-222-8477. 

Crime Stoppers information is provid
police and published by The Star as a
public serrvice. If you know who is
responsible for a serious crime, call C
Stoppers toll free at 1-800-222-TIPS o
one of the local numbers listed above
your tip leads to an arrest, you could 
cash reward. You never have to give y
name or testify in court and Crime St
doesn’t subscribe to call display. 

Crime Stoppers
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The folks at an unusual math and
sports camp think kids don’t real-
ize how much they’re learning, but
7-year-old Robert Joy isn’t fooled.

He’s well aware those math-
based games and relay races and
contests — no matter how wild the
pace or how loud the background
music — are driving home con-
cepts he will use in Grade 2.

“We’re learning ‘plusses’ and
‘take-aways’ while we exercise and
it’s really fun,” he said one recent
morning as he played “scooter
math” at SMART CAMP, an acro-
nym for Sports, Math and Recre-
ational Training.

“They’re my two favourite
things: sports and math. I like to
work on math because it’s chal-
lenging, and it’s fun to have high
marks in school.”

Founded nine years ago by To-
ronto math and gym teacher Colin
Strange, the two-week day camp
for elementary students, held at
three public schools in North To-
ronto, is designed to make math
more fun and understandable
through sports and play. 

It’s the sort curriculum cocktail
more teachers are considering as
they try to make a rigorous new
program more child-friendly.

“If you try doing these math skills
at a table, the kids are good for a

moment. But if you add a game and
some action to the exercise, they’re
good for 20 minutes,” said Strange.

When these campers play tag,
they must answer a math problem
first before being allowed to tag an
opponent.

In a game aimed at honing esti-
mation skills, children hurl soccer
balls, then estimate how many me-
tres the ball travelled and measure
their accuracy.

In scooter math, they push them-

selves on “scooter boards” (over-
sized skateboards) to a line where
they must answer an arithmetic
flash card before carrying on.

“How many fingers am I holding
up?” teacher Diane Montemurro
asks 4-year-old camper Rochelle
Champion. Montemurro is one of
several teachers who work at the
camp each year. Rochelle balances
the scooter board, counts the teach-
er’s fingers and pronounces the
right answer.

“Now, let’s take away six fingers
— there they go,” says Montemur-
ro. “How many are left?”

After an intense pause of silent
calculation, Rochelle brightens and
answers: “Two.”

She pushes off on four wheels to
play another round.

Strange says he got the notion of
melding math and gym several
years ago when he had a Grade 3/4
class with a short attention span for
math, and also had to teach half the
physical education program.

The hybrid proved such a hit

with the students and such an ef-
fective teaching tool, parents asked
him to stretch it into a summer pro-
gram.

Education assistant Tracey
Greer, who works at Jesse Ketch-
um Public School, says the key to
multi-disciplinary teaching is that
“kids don’t even know they’re
learning. They learn basic adding
and subtraction and geometry and
estimation without realizing it.
They love it, and that’s fantastic.”

Student teacher Bruce Currie
works at the camp and says chil-
dren don’t recognize they are
learning.

“When their parents come to
pick them up, they ask them what
they learned and they just shrug
and say ‘Nothing,’ ” said Currie,
who is in the faculty of education at
York University.

“But then their parents ask us,
and we explain they spent 50 min-
utes doing geometry-based tag
games, or outdoor estimation, or
co-operative games based on ge-
ometry, and they can’t believe it.”

If you have an idea for Cool Schools,
you can reach Louise Brown at
416-869-4306 or Tess Kalinowski at
416-869-4852 or by e-mail at
lbrown@thestar.ca or
tess@thestar.ca

DEANNE CAMERON/TORONTO STAR

PROCESSING, PROCESSING: Rochelle Champion, 4, figures out a math problem with the aid of her fingers and helpful hints from
an instructor at a math and sports camp held at Hodgson Senior Public School in north Toronto.

Math and sports camp
keeps everything nimble

‘Kids don’t even know
they’re learning geometry ’

LOUISE BROWN

Cool Schools

A WEEKLY LOOK AT INNOVATIONS
IN PUBLIC EDUCATION

BY CYNTHIA LEE
STAFF REPORTER

Police are looking for three men af-
ter a female security guard was bound
with duct tape and held in a garbage
room at a Bloor St. W. office tower
early yesterday morning.

The 46-year-old woman was work-
ing on the ground floor when two men
knocked at the rear loading-dock en-
trance at 77 Bloor St. W., near Bay St.,
about 2:30 a.m.

When the guard opened it, the two

barged in, overpowered her and
bound her with tape, then forced her
into a garbage room, police say.

One man carried a long knife, and
the other masked his face behind a
toque with cut-out eyeholes. 

The two suspects left the room and
a third man, who had since entered
the building, served as a lookout brief-
ly before leaving as well.

The guard managed to unfasten the
tape, escape from the room and pull a
fire alarm to alert authorities. One sus-

pect then chased her toward an exit to
Bloor St. before fleeing the scene.

Police say the security guard has
been traumatized by the incident and
are not releasing her name.

The investigation has not found that
any items were stolen from the 21-sto-
rey building, which houses retail out-
lets and offices, including TD Water-
house and the Brazilian consulate.

The guard works for Intercon Secu-
rity Ltd. Staff at its 24-hour operations
centre refused to comment yesterday.

Security guard duct-taped, chased
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